
 STAR

French Broom (Genista monspessulana), Scotch Broom 
(Cysisus scoparius) and Spanish Broom (Spartium junceum) are 
each a problem on San Bruno Mountain and are classified as 
a noxious invasive species in California, Oregon, Washington, 
British Columbia and parts of the east coast of North America, 
as well as Australia, New Zealand and India. 

Broom is a member of the pea family and is able to fix 
nitrogen giving it a competitive advantage over many native 
species.  As a deep rooted perennial, removal can be difficult 
and resprouting is common, which requires repeated efforts 
for removal. Pulling young plants by hand when the soil is soft 

is the easiest way. The ornamental species are closely related 
to the traditional species used for making brooms.  There 
is a great deal on the mountain near Lipman Middle school.  
Differentiating one broom from another might not be easy, 
but broom in general is simple to identify.  It is a tall, upright 
but sparse shrub with small and simple dark green leaves 
and bright yellow flowers in a shape common to pea plants.  
Broom is sold in many nurseries, so consider buying recom-
mended native plants from the Mission Blue Nursery (http://
www.mountainwatch.org/mission-blue-nursery/).  

Local Invasive Species to Watch
French Broom, Scotch Broom & Spanish Broom
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The Open Space and Ecology Committee is endeavoring to provide to the 
community one climate fact each week.  The latest one, at the time of publication, 
is shown here.  All Climate Facts can be found on the City’s website, www.
brisbaneca.org, upon entering “Climate Fact” in the search box (found in the top 
right-hand corner of the website).

These facts are to call community awareness to global warming impacts as a 
measure of the City’s Climate Action Plan, which the City Council unanimously 
adopted on September 17, 2015.  The Climate Action Plan can also be found on 
the City’s website, upon entering “Climate Action Plan” in the search box.

Climate Facts from OSEC
Available on the City’s website

Invasive Species Article Continued from Page 1

Native Alternatives to plant: Coffeeberry (Frangula californica), Shinyleaf 
Barberry (Berberis pinnata), and Ocean Spray (Holodiscus discolor).

To learn more about local invasive species you can pick up a copy of Protecting 
San Bruno Mountain, a Guide to Conserving Local Flora and Fauna. This pamphlet 
is produced by the Open Space and Ecology Committee of the City of Brisbane 
and San Bruno Mountain Watch, and is free thanks to the Arthur and Elena 
Court Nature Watch Conservancy.  Stop by City Hall for your free copy!

 Coffeeberry (Frangula californica)  Shinyleaf Barberry (Berberis pinnata)  Ocean Spray (Holodiscus discolor)

Save the Date (5/30) for Spring Thing, the annual fundraiser benefiting the students of Brisbane Elementary, Panorama 
Elementary, and Lipman Middle Schools! Fabulous food, full bar, casino-style gaming, and live & silent auctions offer some-
thing for everyone! Tickets will go on sale March 1st at: www.thebestpto.org!



3

The City held an interactive Community Workshop for the 
Parkside Precise Plan on Monday, February 1st, led by project 
consultants MIG.  The purpose of the workshop was to review 
MIG’s work to date and to get feedback on different “Building 
Blocks” of the Parkside Precise Plan through an interactive, 
real-time polling exercise.  The diverse audience contributed 
to a great discussion during the polling exercise on different 
planning topics described in an informative presentation by 
MIG. A link to the presentation and polling results is provided 
on the Parkside webpage: http://www.brisbaneca.org/
parkside-brisbane-village-precise-plan-about.

The presentation slides and real-time polling questions were 
informed by MIG’s community outreach to date, as well as 
recently released technical studies and analyses, including an 
economic feasibility analysis and existing conditions report.  
You can review all the studies on the Parkside Documents 
page: http://www.brisbaneca.org/parkside-plan-documents.  
Hard copies are also available at the Planning and Building 
Department at City Hall.

If you didn’t attend the February 1st Workshop, we’d like to 
know your thoughts on several polling questions relating 
to Retail/Commercial Land Use, Housing, Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Access, and Circulation topic areas (note: all 25 
polling questions are not reproduced here).  Please take a 
few moments to fill out the survey on the next two pages 
and share your thoughts with us! If you respond by Monday, 
March 7, 2016, you will be entered into a drawing to win 
a complimentary Gold Party Package at the Brisbane 
Community Pool (which has a $232 value for Residents)!  
The survey is also available online at http://www.brisbaneca.
org/forum/topic/parkside-plan-building-blocks-survey.

Parkside Plan Update
2/1 Workshop Recap and Survey (see pages 5-6)!
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The State of California requires the City of Brisbane, along 
with all other cities and counties in California, to adopt zoning 
to accommodate a certain number of new housing units over 
a defined period of time, or “planning cycle.”  The number 
of housing units any city or county must zone for in each 
planning cycle is determined through a process called the 

“Regional Housing Needs Allocation”, or RHNA, for short.  If 
a jurisdiction cannot accommodate its RHNA through its 
existing zoning regulations, it must adopt new zoning to 
accommodate its RHNA.

In the San Francisco Bay Area, the Association of Bay Area 
Governments (ABAG) calculates the RHNA for counties and 
cities. You can review a more detailed explanation of ABAG’s 
methodology and the process for determining the RHNA 
here on ABAG’s website: http://www.abag.ca.gov/planning/
housingneeds/

Brisbane’s RHNA for the current 2014-2022 planning cycle is  
83 housing units.  In addition, the City had a RHNA shortfall 
of 210 units from its 2007-2014 planning cycle, because the 
City did not adopt zoning for those units within that planning 
cycle.  While some of the City’s RHNA can be accommo-
dated under its existing zoning, the 2015-2022 Housing 
Element adopted by the City Council in April 2015 identifies 
five sites to be rezoned to accommodate future residential 

development, enabling 
the City to meet its 
RHNA requirements.  
These include three 
sites along Park Lane 
to be zoned at 26 units 
per acre as a minimum, 
and two sites along Park 
Place to be zoned for 
mixed use at 20 units 
per acre as a minimum.  
Given the minimum 
densities, these five sites 
could accommodate 228 housing units, a portion of the City’s 
overall RHNA.  The remainder of the City’s RHNA obligation 
can be met on sites already zoned for residential develop-
ment in Brisbane.     

While the City has an obligation to adopt zoning regulations 
to accommodate its RHNA in a timely manner, the Housing 
Element does not require the City of Brisbane to construct 
housing, nor are property owners under a time deadline to 
build housing.  The goal of the Parkside Plan is to ensure that 
the Community defines its vision and establishes the imple-
menting regulations and standards before new residential 
development is proposed.

Planning for Housing in the Parkside Area



5

Parkside Plan Survey
Please respond by Friday, March 18th at the latest.

One survey per resident, please.  Completed surveys may be returned to the Planning and Building Department at City Hall (50 Park Place, Brisbane, 94005) or 
deposited in the drop boxes at City Hall or at Visitacion & Mendocino (outside Midtown Market).  The survey is also available online at http://www.brisbaneca.
org/forum/topic/parkside-plan-building-blocks-survey

1. At the February 1st Parkside Plan workshop, Get Healthy San Mateo County contributed some very informative data on how community health can 
be supported through land use and circulation planning policies.  Workshop attendees ranked their healthy community priorities as follows (percentage 
indicates percent of attendees who voted for each priority):

1) Parks/open spaces with recreational programming (33%)
2) Thriving economy with local businesses (30%)
3) Housing affordability (19%)
4) Sustainability: green building, clean air, climate, etc. (11%)
5) Public transportation and bike and pedestrian safety (7%)

Please share your priorities below!
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. At the workshop, 62% of participants identified Bayshore Blvd. and Brisbane Village Shopping Center as the highest priority locations for commercial/
retail development in the Parkside area.  Do you agree or disagree?  Let us know why or why not.
o Agree
o Disagree
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. At the February 1st workshop, 80% of attendees identified either a co-op grocery market or small, flexible spaces as the most appealing types of 
businesses for the Parkside Area.  A co-op grocery store is a grocery store that is collectively owned and managed by its employees.  Co-ops often focus 
on bringing healthy, affordable food to local communities where chain grocery stores might not be willing to locate to.  This model could be a good fit 
for Brisbane, as the economic feasibility analysis found that traditional grocery stores are unlikely to locate in Brisbane due to its relatively small market 
area.  Small, flexible commercial spaces are not designed for one specific type of use but rather can accommodate a variety of tenants (e.g., a space that 
accommodate an art gallery as easily as a yogurt shop).

Do you agree with the workshop attendees? Tell us your thoughts below.
o Agree
o Disagree
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. One of the policy goals of the Parkside Plan is to accommodate zoning for new housing units, consistent with the City’s adopted Housing Element and 
State of California requirements for the City to accommodate its “fair share” of new housing.  (See the “Primer on Planning for Housing in the Parkside 
Area” article in this STAR issue!).

Most workshop attendees (60%) preferred Park Lane as the most appropriate location for future housing in the Parkside Area.  Do you agree or disagree 
with this location?  Let us know why or why not below.
o Agree
o Disagree
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. The design and type of housing can have a direct influence on the people who want to live in that housing.  For example, a 1-bedroom condominium 
may be perfect for a single adult, while a 3-bedroom apartment may be the right fit for a young family.  Some types of housing are specifically designed 
for seniors who may want smaller living spaces with more communal amenities.

Workshop attendees shared that housing in the Parkside Area should be designed to accommodate a variety of residents, including seniors, young un-
married adults, multi-generational families, local employees, and young families.  Do you think it’s important to accommodate a mix of new residents in 
the Parkside planning process?  Tell us why or why not below.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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6. At the workshop, 85% of attendees responded that they would be open to the idea of housing in the Parkside area, as long as whatever was built fit 
with Brisbane’s small town character (see slide 17, Question 6 of MIG’s presentation).  Workshop attendees expressed that they had a range of concerns 
with future housing development.

Architectural character doesn’t fit (12%)
Buildings that are too tall (8%)
Too many people for our services (4%)
New housing location (4%)
All of the above (36%)
None of the above (16%)
Other (12%)

The Parkside Plan can contain policies to address the concerns of the community and ensure future development meets the community’s expectations.  
Please share your thoughts on this issue below.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. A majority (57%) of workshop attendees thought adding sidewalks throughout the plan area was the most important improvement the Parkside Plan 
could address to improve the walking experience in the Parkside Plan area, prioritized over improving the intersection of Old County Road and Bayshore 
(19%) and improving Old County Road (14%).  Do you agree that sidewalks would be the most important improvement the City could make to enhance 
walking in the Parkside area? Tell us how you think the walking environment could be improved.
o Agree
o Disagree
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. Attendees at the workshop were asked about the most important improvement the City could make for bicyclists in the Parkside area.  Votes at the 
workshop were fairly split, with 30% prioritizing bike lanes on Old County Road, 17% supporting improving the intersection at Old County and Bayshore, 
13% supporting improved bike lanes on Valley Drive, and 22% supporting all of these options.  What do you think is the most important improvement for 
bicyclists in the Parkside area?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. Workshop attendees were asked to rank their priorities for improving the west side of Bayshore Blvd (closest to Central Brisbane). Half of workshop 
attendees prioritized creating access to the Brisbane Village Shopping Center, while 25% prioritized new commercial space, 10% supported new mixed-
use buildings and 15% did not want any changes.  Do you agree that creating direct access to the Shopping Center from Bayshore Blvd. is an improve-
ment that should be prioritized in the Parkside area?  Tell us why or why not below.
o Agree
o Disagree
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10. Nearly a third of workshop attendees felt that beautification along the western edge of Bayshore (the Brisbane Village Shopping Center side) and 
adding gateway elements were the highest priority improvements along Bayshore Blvd. to be included in the Parkside Plan.  Others favored improving 
transit stops (15%), improving pedestrian/bicycle facilities (15%), slowing speeds between Valley Drive and Old County (10%), or removing pedestrian 
islands at Old County/Bayshore intersection (5%).  Ten percent supported all these improvements, and 10% did not support any improvements.

What are your priorities for improving the western edge of Bayshore Blvd.?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

YES, please enter me into the raffle for a free Gold Pool Party Package from the Parks and Recreation Department!  You must provide your name 
and phone number below so we can contact you if you win. Only Brisbane residents are eligible for this prize.  Thank you!

______________________________________            ___________________________________
Name               Phone number
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March City Calendar
All Public Meetings take place at City Hall, unless otherwise noted.

Occasionally meetings are canceled or changed; please call 508-2113 to verify. 
You can also check the City’s online calendar for the latest:  

www.brisbaneca.org/calendar.

Brisbane Farmer’s Market: Thursdays, 3-7pm in the Community Park 
Residential Street Sweeping: 2nd Monday of Every Month

Commercial Street Sweeping: Every Weds. AM (Visitacion Ave. enforced 3-6AM)

3 Thursday, 7:30pm 
City Council Meeting, T

5 Saturday, 10am 
Coyote Workshop #2 with CA Dept. of Fish & Wildlife

8 Tuesday, 7pm 
Special Council Workshop (Priority Based Budgeting)

9 Wednesday, 6:30pm 
Complete Streets Safety Committee Meeting

9 Wednesday, 6:30pm 
Parks and Recreation Commission Meeting, T

10 Thursday, 7:30pm 
Planning Commission Meeting, T

13 Sunday, 8:30am 
Reach for a Star 5k at Sierra Point | reachforastar5k.com/race.html 

16 Wednesday, 6:30pm 
Open Space and Ecology Committee Meeting, T

17 Thursday, 7:30pm 
City Council Meeting, T

19 Saturday, 7:30pm 
Live at Mission Blue: Chapman and Lamprea 
475 Mission Blue Dr. | Tickets: www.liveatmissionblue.com 

25 Thursday, 7:30pm 
Planning Commission Meeting, T

T - Meeting cable-cast on Ch. 27 and on www.brisbaneca.org/live-streaming 
City Hall Regular Hours of Operation: M, T, Th 8am-5pm, W 8am-8pm, F 8am-1pm

For questions or comments about The STAR please call
the City’s Community Engagement Office at (415) 508-2157

Special Events
Wednesday, March 2, 7pm - Adult Book Club
Join us for a lively book discussion on the first Wednesday of every month 
at 7pm. We will be discussing The Astronaut Wives Club by Lily Koppel at 
our March meeting. 

Saturday, March 5, 11am - Yoga Storytime with Leyna
Join us for a morning of yoga with Leyna Roget! The routine of reading will 
take on new depth with puppets, songs and yoga poses. Books selected will 
encourage children (and caregivers) to connect with their breathing, trans-
form their bodies into animals and elements in nature, along with creative 
movements for self-expression.  

Thursday, March 14, 3:30pm - Henna Art 
Henna artist Rachel-Anne Palacios will share the culture and tradition of 
henna art and demonstrate techniques. Participants will have the oppor-
tunity to practice working with henna and receive a beautiful design by 
Rachel-Anne.

Friday, March 18, 7pm - Mom & Me Book Club
Girls ages 9-12 and their mothers are invited to attend our Mother Daughter 
Book Club! We will be discussing The One and Only Ivan by Katherine 
Applegate at our March meeting. Aunts, grandmothers or other adults are 
also welcome to attend with the girls. Please contact Stephanie Saba if you 
have any questions or need help ordering a copy of the book (sabas@smcl.
org). 

Saturday, March 26, 11am - Sensory Storytime
This storytime welcomes all children with special needs and children 
without special needs. It goes at a slower pace to engage and stimulate their 
senses with visual aids, songs, and more. For ages 2 and up.   

Saturday, March 26, 6pm - Spring Break Kick Off Party!
Let’s start our SPRING BREAK off with an amazingly fun party hosted by 
the Brisbane Library! Come in and take pictures in our photo booth, listen 
to music and dance, do some crafts or just chill. We will have LOTS of food! 
Grades 6th and up welcome!

Recurring Events for Children and Families
Saturday Family Fun, 11:00am
March 5 - Lego Building.  Bring your imagination and we’ll supply the Legos.  
For ages 3+. 
March 12 - Little Musician Jam Session.  Bring your own instrument or 
instruments, or play with ones we have on hand and jam with new friends!
March 19 - Block Play.  Playing with blocks develops your child’s eye-hand 
coordination as well as math and science skills. Come play, build, and 
learn together at a block party - library style! Suitable for children from 3 
months-8 years.

Mondays, 10:30am - Preschool University
Preschool University is a weekly opportunity for preschoolers to engage 
in discovery, fun and learning in a storytime setting!Preschool University 
is a weekly opportunity for preschoolers to engage in discovery, fun and 
learning in a storytime setting!

Mondays, 3:30pm-4:30pm - Afterschool Crafts
Join us every Monday for a fun craft. Best for ages 8-13 years.   

Tuesdays, 11:30am - Baby Bounce and Rhyme Time
Bring your bouncing baby to our weekly playtime, full of nursery rhymes 
and games you can play together to stimulate their development. Ideal for 
children from newborn up to 18 months old. 

Wednesdays, 10:30am - Toddler Stories and Playtime
Join us for a fun, music-filled storytime designed for your toddler’s develop-
ment. Ideal for children between the ages of 18 and 36 months. 

Recurring Events for Teens
Wednesdays, 4pm - MouseSquad
Join us every Wednesday for MouseSquad!! We’ll do fun and interactive 
tech projects every week. This program is perfect for tweens and teens in 
4-8th grade! 

Fridays, March 11 & March 25, 5pm - Teen Crafts
Join us for some after-hours crafting! Due to the more advance nature of 
the projects, this event is not appropriate for children younger than middle 

school age. Ages 12+. 

Recurring Events for Adults
Tuesdays, 10:30am - Drop-in Computer Help
Drop into this relaxed and welcoming tutoring session with all your technical 
questions for one on one help. 

Tuesdays, 1 pm - Computer Classes: 
March 1 - Borrow Free Ebooks
Bring your e-device and learn how to download e-books from the library! 
March 8 - Free Digital Magazines (Zinio)
Bring your smartphone, tablet or laptop and learn how to download 
complete digital editions of your favorite magazines. 
March 15 - Free Music Downloads (Freegal)
Learn how to access and download free music from the library to your 
computer and/or mobile device. 
March 22 - Google Docs
Learn all about this free, web-based office suite that includes online data 
storage and real-time collaboration. Create, edit, and share documents, 
spreadsheets, presentations, forms, and drawings.
March 29 - Computer Basics 
Learn how to use a mouse, use a keyboard, open/close programs, and save 
files.

Tuesday, March 1, March 15 & March 29, 6pm - Knit With Us
Join knitters of all skill levels and share knitting tips or swap patterns with 
others. Limited supplies will be available. For all ages.   

Tuesday, March 15, 7:00pm - Friends of the Brisbane Library Meeting
Do you love your library? Would you like to have a say in its future? Come to 
a Friends of the Brisbane Library meeting. New people are always welcome.

March 2016 Library Calendar



 Sunday, April 17 
1-5 pm

Silverspot’s 13th annual

Luau

Mission Blue Center 
475 Mission Blue Drive 

Brisbane, CA 94005 
$20 adult / $5 child

food!
fun!

Aloha show! 
Silent Auction!
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Providing Quality Services

Need to get to an appointment, 
but don’t drive?  

Seeking someone to help you run 
a few errands?  

Looking for a little assistance 
with household tasks?

Interested in helping your neigh-
bors to remain in their homes 
and community as they age?

If so, please consider joining Brisbane Village Helping Hands 
(BVHH), a new all-volunteer nonprofit organization whose 
mission is to help residents 55 and over to “age in place” and 
stay connected to their community here in town.  BVHH is 
actively recruiting Volunteers service providers and Members 
who can benefit from those services.  (And yes, it’s possible to 
be both a member receiving services and a volunteer willing 
to assist others.)

Members must be 55 or older, residents of Brisbane and 
pay dues of $20/year per individual member.  (Dues may be 
waived in cases of hardship.) Volunteers must be Brisbane 
residents and at least 18 (21 to be a volunteer driver), must 
undergo background screening, and can sign up for tasks 
based on their interests, talents and availability.  

BVHH Volunteers will offer Members:

• Help with minor home maintenance;

• Transportation, such as a ride to the doctor;

• Help with technology;

• Home visits for walking, conversation, and respites for 
caregivers

• Occasional social events, such as potlucks.

If you’d like to be part of this exciting community effort that 
will launch in March 2016, please visit our website at www.
brisbanevillage.org; email us at brisbanevillagehelpinghands@
gmail.com; or call 415-508-2185 and leave a message.

It Takes a Village to Improve a Community

ARTISTS’ARTISTS’ARTISTS’ARTISTS’

SATURDAY, March 5th
7:30PM

Mission Blue Center
475 Mission Blue Drive

SATURDAY, March 5th
7:30PM

Mission Blue Center
475 Mission Blue Drive

SATURDAY, March 5th
7:30PM

Mission Blue Center
475 Mission Blue Drive

EVENINGEVENINGEVENINGEVENINGEVENING
SHARINGSHARINGSHARINGSHARINGSHARING

Join us for an inspiring showcase of local artists, 
musicians, performers, filmmakers, and writers.  

No admission fee.  All ages welcomed. 
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