




Argument Against City of Brisbane Sales Tax Increase: Measure U 

*** ARGUMENT TEXT STARTS HERE *** 

With this new, city-level tax scheme — at a time of soaring inflation — Brisbane City Council wants to 

charge us for the privilege of shopping here. 

This whopping 5.33% increase, effectively — from 9.375% to 9.875% — means we would be paying the 

highest rate of any shoppers in the county! 

Our “public servants” claim it is needed for “pothole/street repair,” “neighborhood patrols,” and “fire 

prevention.” If those services are a priority, why aren’t they in the current budget?  

Budgets illustrate an organization’s priorities. When officials resort to funding services via voter-

approved tax hikes, they indirectly admit that the proposed projects are LESS IMPORTANT than the 

projects identified in the current budget.  

Do you think roads, criminal investigation, and fire prevention are core services that deserve 

meticulous inclusion in the budget, every year?   

Do you resent when potholes and crime are treated as afterthoughts, and voters as ATMs?   

If so, please Vote NO.  Tell Brisbane City Council to secure core services in the budget! 

Allowing this tax to be instigated now would drive more shoppers to Internet merchants and businesses in 

neighboring cities with lower rates, harming our already smarting local economy. And because sales taxes 

are regressive, it would hit those on fixed incomes the hardest — the poor, retired elderly, disabled. 

Brisbane has a spending problem — not a revenue problem.  Taking more of our money will not fix that 

problem.   

Brisbane City Council should make dramatic CUTS TO NONESSENTIAL SERVICES, and redirect 

those funds where they are truly needed. 

We taxpayers cannot live beyond our means. Tell Brisbane City Council they can’t either, they must be 

responsible, get serious about priorities, and straighten out their budget: 

Vote NO on Measure U. 

Please visit: www.SVTaxpayers.org. 

*** ARGUMENT TEXT ENDS HERE *** 
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